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A RoumaAN Catholic Bishop of Spain has
left $10,000 to the “first Spanish General
landing on United States territory with an
army sufficiently streng to avenge the de-
feats of Cuba and the Philippines.” Talk
about an estate in the moon! That would
be tangible property comparel with this.

A TeXAS negro has been sent to the pen-
itentiary for 1,000 years for stealing a hog,
or some other old thing, and the Missouri
Supreme Court has set free all the boodlers
who have stolen enough to buy up all the
hogs in Texas, besides corrupting the foun-
tains of justice at their very head. This

I —

ExcaMpMENT No. 157, Union Veterans'
YLegion, Cumberland, Md., at its meeting
Nov. 19 unanimously resolved to contribute
$5 toward the fund for the erection of a
menument to the founder of the Grand
‘Army of the Republic. The sum has been
veceived by The National Tribuane, and for-
warded to Gen. Louis Wagner, the Treas-
urer of the fund.

THE latest frill that Kansas adds to
bher abundant stock of plumes is that the
report of the British Mosgely Commission
places the Kansas University among the
10 leading educational institutions of the
United States, grading it with Harvard,
Cornell, Yale and other well known seats
of learning. There is no doubt of the value
of this endorsement, and we heartily con-
gratulate Kansas upon obtaining such dis-
tinction in the comparative youth of her
pducational institutions. :

Gex. Martin T. McMAHON, President
of the Baard of Managers of the Soldiers’
Home, has written-letters to several mem-
bers of Congress warning them strongly
against the passage of a bill to admit Con-
federate veterans into the National Homes,
Gen. McMahon says that the old war spirit
has not died out in the hearts of the vet-
erans, and that they one and all resent the |

sgainst the Union, and he doubts if all
the police in the npeighborhood of these
Homes would be sufficient to keep peace
between the two bodies.

AFTER all, guilt is the most terrible of
avengers. Those who have been closely

James in the ill-famed “Wild West"” show
say that the lives of both men are terribly
miserable. Frank James paces the floor
for bours at night, erying, “My God, have
pity on an old man.” Both are abjectly
afraid of assassination, and constantly
seeing possible avengers of some of their
vietims. They never go into a town with-
out appealing to the police for protection,
and on the sleeping-cars meither will go
to sleep unless the other is on guard with
a revolver. Every stalwart, determined-
looking man who looks at them fixedly on
the street throws them into a fit. Perhaps
it is just as well that they have been al-
lowed to live so long. -~

MaJ-GEx. THoMAS J. WooD was a
Regular Army officer at the beginning of
the civil war, and for a time served as
Mustering Officer, and will be especially
remembered as such by most of the early
Indiana regiments. Later, he was given
e command in the Army of the Cumber-
land. At Stone River his division, in the
first formation of the line of battle, eon-
stituted the extreme left of the Federal
army, his right resting on the railroad and
his left on Stone River. His division oe-
enpied much the same ground the entire
first day’s battle, repelling every attack
made on them by the enemy, and at times
advaneing beyond the general line of bat-
tle, capturing nvany prisoners. His eom-
mand bore a conspicuous part throughout
tiie entire battle, and contributed largely
to the success of the Union army. Out
of the 235 general officers of the Armies
of Tennessee, Cumberland and Ohio, Gen.
Wood is one of the 37 now living, and wiil
always be remembered by the soldiers un-
der his command as being mindful of the
wants and needs of the men under him,
more particularly the soldier that carried a
gun. The General is expected to be at
our coming Reunion and give a talk.

GEN. BLACE AS CIVIL SERVICE COMMIS-
SIONER.

The President has made an appointment
to the Civil Service Commission which
will receive unusual approval all over the
country. It is the selection of Gen. Jobn
C. Bilack, Commander-in-Chief of the
Grand Army of the Republic, to fill the
position made vacant by the death of
Commissioner Procter. This is appoint-
ing a Demoecrat to succeed a Democrat,
and the appointee, in addition to serviece
in the army of extraordinary merit is a
man of the highest character and excep-
tional abilities. He is familiar with pub-
lie life, having been a member of Con-
gress, Commissioner of Pensions, and
United States District Attorney, all of
which qualify him for membership in the
Board which passes upon eandidates for
the publie service. Congratulations are
due all around, to President Roosevelt for
his happy selection, to Gen. Black for his
good fortune ard the recognition of his
worth, and to the eountry in eeeuring for
that important position a man of the char-

acter and attainments of our Commander- |

in-Chief,

The Grand Army as & whole is, of |

A SUMEONG-UP.
Let us consider some additional facts*in
connection with the expenditure of $3,200, .

000,000 for pensions. :

The following figures show the growth of
the public debt on account of the war:
lm a8 ss s LR L L MImm
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The last figure—that for 1866—shows
the highest point reached by the war debt,
and really indicates what the debt was on
Avg. 31, 1865, at the beginning of the fiscal
year. That would make the debt amount
to $78.25 per capita for the actual popula-
tion of the country, but it rested almost
wholly upon the North, since the South
was prostrate and impoverished, and for
many years bore absolutely no part of the
burden. As the South was then one-third
of the country in population, we shall have
to increase the per capita ratio t« make it
adequately represent the burde.. spon the
rest of the people. Putting the one-third
which should have been borne by the South
upon the two-thirds in the North would
make the actual burden upon ghe loyal
people of the country something over $104
per head.

Of the $2,844.640,626.56, which was the
highest point the debt reached, $461,616,-
211 were represented by greenbacks and
other obligations bearing no interest. This
left the interest-bearing portion of the debt,
with which we have now to do, $2,381,530,-
294. This mass of debt was divided into
the following demominations:

Four per cents .....ceeeenes $618,128
Five per cents. .,....css. 9,176,727
Six percents. .........0an $1,281 736,439

Seven three-tenths per cents. $830,000,000

Total ....... seavevoans $2,381,530,294

It will be perceived that much more
than one-half of this vast sum was bearing
six per cent. int t in gold, which at the
average value of the greenbacks in which
the bonds were bought made the interest
range from 10 to 12 per cent. in gold.
More than one-third of the debt paid seven
and three-tenths per cent. in lawful money,
but by dexterous manipulation was put
upon the same plane as the others, giving
the holders- from 10 to 12 per cent. inter-
est in gold.

Owing to this depreciation in the value
of the greenback, as well as the magni-
tnde of the operations during the latter
part of the war, the debt piled up with
startling rapidity, as will be perceived By
table given above, which shows that it in-
creased nearly $1,000,000,000 in the last
year of the war.  Thus very much the
most of the sum total was represented by
depreciated greenbacks, upon which the
Government realized in actual value only
from 38 to 70 cents on the dollar. &
It is therefore fair to assume that for
the whole of the bonded debt the Govern-
ment did not receive much. if any in ex-
cess of 50.cents on the dollar for its bonds.
The probabilities are all against its hav-
ing received as much as 50 cents, but if we
take 50 cents on the dollar as our basis,
the gold value of the bonded debt was
$1,190,765,147.

"Therefore, the result of the persistent
fortitude of the United States soldiers in
fighting the war to a trinmphant end, and
securing the wunity of the country,
was - to raise this vast amount of
geeurities to a par value in gold, doubling

‘actually the value of all the bonds, and by

so doing to put into the pockets of the men
who had driven such hard bargains with
the Government the vast sum of $1,190,-
765,147, or mearly one-half as much as the
pension payments up to date, :
This was. only the beginning. The inter-
est charge, which Lad only been $3,443.-
787.20 in 1860, had risen rapidly to
$78,858,487.24 in 1864, and the next year
it took a still more startling leap to the
enormous ‘sum of - $137,742,617.43, or al-
most exactly what the annual pension pay-
ments have been for the last few years.
Even this does not tell the whole story.

'This $137,000,000 in gold or more than

$2.500,000 in gold a week, was wrung out
of a people straining every energy, sweat-
ing blood at every pore, in order to main-
tain a great war for the National exist-
ence,

Nor did this satisfy. In 1865 they re-
ceived in interest, in gold, $150,970,607.87,
or about $3,000,000 a week from tlfe ter-
ribly burdened loyal portion of the coun-
try.

They continued to demand this tribate
from the country for years, and it was
not till 1873, or eight years after the close
of the war, that the annual interest charge
in gold fell below $100,000,000.

To meet this terrible strain of paying
out in gold from $2,500,000 to $3,000,000
a week to the men who had lent depre-
ciated greenback dollars, the loyal people
of the country submitted to the most dras-
tic, searching taxation known in history,
Everything that they bhad or did was taxed,
The taxes extended from the matches with
which they lit their fires in the morning, to
the soothing syrup with which they quieted

[their crying babes at midnight, Every

trade, every profession, every occupation
was taxed heavily, The interest charge
alone, as there were only about 20,000,000
in the loyal States upon whom this burden
of taxation rested, of $150,000,000 a year
involved a tax per capita of over 27, or
if we take the average family as five, it
meant $35 a year for every fimily in the
loyal Btates, or about $3 a month.

Of this-terrible taxation the veterans of
the wyr then paid an unusual proportion,
because they came home and went to work,
becoming the bigger portion of the produe-
jog classes of the country. On their farms,
in their workghops, their stores and. else-
where, they became thg most active produ-
cers, and upon them comsequently an un-
uspal share of the burdea actually fell.
They regarded the payment or the obliga-
tions into which the Government had en-
tered as a patriotic duty, and mest will-
ingly bore the sacrifices required to give
the bond-hoiders the last cent of thelr
claims. The veterans were the most stren-
uous that this should be done, and as a

ing, or otherwise evading the payment to
the letter of the Government’s obligations.
“Uncle Sam must be a gentleman,” they
said, “and pay bhis debts according to
promise.” s

They were not content to save the coun-
try for posterity, but they announced their
purpose to “leave the old farm without a
mortgage,” and to this hercie determina-
the bond-holders owed the enormous
increment which they received frem their

wourse, enthusiastic ever the appointment.

high-priced bopds.

session in 1892, $585020,380 of bonds,
which were worth, at the matket rates,
$1.25 on the dollap’ These bonds did not
stop with rising to par in gold. They were

ter the future of the country was assured,
thet they speedily rese in price. until, as
800D as specie resumption became a. fixed
fact, they ran up to above $1.23 on the dol-
lar, and in 1883 the six per cent. bonds
were sold as high as $1.3614 on the dollar.
If we assun: his to be an average value,
there was $54v,000,000 profit inured te the
bend-holders in this direction alone.

In 1892 the bond-holders had still left
$585,029,330 of bonds, which were werth
in the market $1.25, or §146,502,332 more
than their fate value so that on these
alone, assuming that they had been origi-
nally purchased at 50 cents on the dollar,
the enhancement of value had been the in-
credible sum of $439,016,997.

Therefore the money-lenders had received
in 27 years for their original loan of & gold
value of $1,190,765,147 the following
enormous returns:

Face value of the bonds. .$2,381,530,204.00

INCAPRNE - .. sassanenas 2,657,214 818,77
Preminms .........0000 116,218,842.21
Increased market value _

of the bonds.......... 500,000,000.00

Tota‘ ana - sssdcamwe ?\W|mm4193

Thus, while the men who fought the bat-
tles of the country, saved its exiatence,

and really made all this-enormous wealth, | oronoh for it in this.

sacrificing in wages and opportunities much
more than the bond-holders’lent, while they
received only a beggarly pay still further
diminished by the depreciation of the green-

$6.65 for every dollar that they lent the
Government in its hour of desperate need.

We have always argued that this pay-{up, an’ de hosses

ment of the bond-holders was right and
honorable. We were strenuous that they
should be given the uttermost cent that
their bonds ecalled for, but we insist that
they, having been fed full at the fitst-table
of thie National wealth, the men who fought
for the country have earned the right to
sit at the second table and be given a full
meal.

If we should add to the above figures
meany other increments which the money-
lenders received, it would show that they
have received much more than double the
amount that has been paid out in pensions
to the veterans.

ToE recent action of the Big Four
Railroad prohibiting its employees from
taking intoxicating liguors whether on
duty or not, adds another te the powerful
business influences  which have made so
much for temperance in the past half
century. If we could arrive at the exact
facts whieh have secured such a remark-
able advance in temperance, we should
probably find the business side the strong-
est of all. Men who have work to do
in the world have no time to fuddle their
brains, nor do they want their time wasted
nor their efforts frustrated by having
with them men whose brains are dnlled
by intemperance. For example: The Rig
Four, let us say, is absolutely indifferent

tion, but it cannot as a business propo-
sition afford to put a train worth hundreds
of thousands of dollars in the charge of a
conductor or engineer whose brains and
nerves are not thoroughly clear and nor-/|
mal in their operations. -It simply will’
not pay to take any such chances, and
when it will not pay, it is not done. It is
the same in every other walk of life, and
becomes more marked the more accurate
and exact our business and manufacturing
operations become. At the beginning of
the last century, when men were worked
singly, and much of the labor was bhand
labor, it made little difference whether a°
certain individual was drunk the day be-
fore or not; it simply involved the loss of
his output for the day that he was drunk,
and its diminution for the days when he
was sobering up. This will not do for a
moment, however, where there is expen-
sive and intricate machinery, or operations
involving many others. A drunken man,
or one who has been drunk, may ruin more
machinpery and goods than he ean pay
for in his life, and he may imperil the
lives of his fellow-workingmen; therefore
he must be given no opportunity to do such
terrible damage, since there are always at
hand sober men ready to take his place.
As the sober men get the best work and
wages, it is to the advantage of every-
body to quit drimking, and this is what
has impelled the temperance movement
forward with such wonderful speed in the
last few decades. ;

THREATENINGS of war still come from
Colombia, and there are rumeors of the or-
ganization of troops, calling for volunteers,
and movemenis toward the Panama
‘frontier. These can all be heavily dis:
counted. They are undoubtedly pure bluff,
first, to satisfy that portion of the Colom-
bian people which demands some action
tu be taken by the President, and next to

of the Panama Canal scheme. No more
crushing disappointment can be imagined
than that which bas come to the Colom-
bian peliticians. Three months ago they
rejected, the treaty becanse §10,000,600
was pot enough ‘for them, and they bhad
| wild imaginings of far richer loot out of
both the United States and the Panama
Company. These have vapished like a
morning dream, and the feeling must be
sore indeed. In the meanwhile, our Gov-
ernment Is properly taking no chances, and
it has a suffivient force of marines, in ad-
dition to the warships, to prevent. any pos-
sibility of Colombia striking a blow that
will be otherwise than ridiculans. So long
as we keep full command of the sea, the
Colombians ean not reach Panama. If
a straggling squad could possibly make its
‘way overland to the Panama borders, it
would meet at the first crossroads a sufil-
cient force of marines to capture it, or
turn it back. Inasmuch as we have noth-

bis, if she wants to fight us, must come
out beyond her boundaries to do so, and
this she can not do, so that all talk of war
is futile to the last degree.

GuN. CHAS. A. PARTRIDGE writes us
from National Headquarters that Com-
mander-in-Chief Black reached home on
Wednesday morning of last week, very,
much improved in health, but stil} find-
ing it wise to remain quietly at his house
during the unpropitions weather. The
. earnest wishes of the comrades go out in
all fuliness for the complete recovery of
our beloved Commander-in-Chief, =

—— % j
| Tmx Senate Is s co-ordinate House of
Congress, but before it gets through with

Jos Cannon it may find itwelf subordinate.

induce the bond-bolders to relinguish their|
The bapd<holders still bad in their pos- |

such exceedingly profitable investments, af-}-

back, the money-lenders received more than | de

to the temperance issue as a moral gues- |,

ing in Colombia proper to protect, Colom- [ €olowel i#°h
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Aunt Migerva “A%n’

las’,” exclaimed ‘Aunt Minerva Aan, as
she was extricated from the erowd, and
led off to the front of the depot. ‘Fo’ my
Mastah, I nebber ‘spected to git heah alibe,
and see yo' in de flesh, Boss.- From
minute- dat yo’ .eousin, Mistah McHeath,
up dar in Jarsey, mindin’ what yo' done
writ him, put me in de kears ine dat
orful bellerin’ steam injine, ontil I done
see yo heah, I was plumb sho’ min-
ute dat de next I'd be drug afo’ my Maker,
wid all my sins to answeh for, ol;ight off-
hand, an’ I couldn’t t'ink ob no g
gy fo’ lots o' my doin's.”.. :
_“'Oh, pshaw, Auntie. You've no serious
sins to answer for,” said the Adjutant.
“Wish we all had as clean a record.”
“*Deed I has sins, honey, an’ jes lots
of dem. I's got a o;'ful temper, an’ when
I gits mad, de debil’s in me biﬁger'n a
sheep. Den dar's lots of udder t'ings dat
I orter repent of, an’ lead a better life! 1
done let the bread burn twiced last month,
an’ I mos’ allers forgit to sweep under de

“Don’t think ' that you'll have that to
aswer for in the next world‘, Auntie,” said
the Adjutant gravely. ‘I'll scorch you
There was nothing
to scare you after you got into the cars.
You'd only to keep your seat, and let them

bring you right along.”
“‘Deed I was skeered ebberf minute.
Dat orful steam injine iep’ bellerin’ all

time, as if
hit, or hit was doin’ suffin terrible to some-
g{. When I looked out de winder I
d see de cuttl;ﬂ ;-!un%:‘l' wid dnlr“t:l.ils
opin’ away as ey
eapected hit to bmst all to ﬁindzn, or else
ketels dem and grind dem into mince-meat,
De men, too, dey was runnin’ jes as bad
as de hosses. Gracious Mastah, I'd a hea
radder walk ebbefy step ob de way bac
to Jarsey dan to take sich anudder trip. I
t'ought hit was- orful to go up to J
by dat steamboat. I felt dat I
turned inside out an’ sot down de wro
way, but hit wasn’t nuffin to bein’
'long, like a pup at de end of a clothes-
line, by dat ‘super steam
which went faster’'n r ebbery minute,
as’ if hit was' a hurryin’ to git to perdi-
tionr afe’ de preacher could. come. n de
boat I could lay down in.de berth an’ gib
myself to de arms of de Bavior, but de
i;.e%m!iti{ine didn’t 'low yo' no time for dat.
ut -
An' FPye got to whar
How fine yo're lookin’.

The sable dame, momentarily forgetting|

the terrors .and tribulations of her first
railroad trip, in her ‘attachment for the
handsome tant, bustled about him,
brushing off an invisible speck of dust
here, and rearranging a. f disorder
there, clucking to herself as she did so,
like some maternal. hen with a sole
chicken. W -

“I done qverheared dem smay,” she re-
turned to har t “dat dar was two men
!ilued Bn;’to i} an’ a h:ifter.:l;ludv;e come

ong. - hzzent so much fo' savage
Day-ob-Jt jni; bellerin’ .dat owdashus
s P Bt Tt
stoppin’, hi : er out: ' %
dat ?u Jawtf{' rench?) War’ dat fat Jawjy
Eegu:h._ Fote h- out! I done want her.
-o-t-c-h h-e;r-o-p-t.” ™

Aunt Mingrva Ann. gave such a doleful

yet comical gdaptation of the words of the
gmtgl?ng_ sighal that Si and Shorty burst
n aughte ¢

“Aunt Mlp‘g’_m Ann,” the Adjutant re-
minded her, “you don’t seem to notice Si
and Shorty," .

de ‘Lawa,” d she, recalli

herslE e Bt o Raorty o o
hit is. . - Mistah, but 's changed.
e ..P'%-';Wt I's .n’:i"m see yo'

e wtarted, o b o e 6y, when
the Adjutant hnm ‘v il’lElﬂ . her:

“You mustn’t, Auntie. They're married
o 5 1 B med, starting back

= 1" she exclai sta k.
“Yo’ all done married?” , o

“Both of us, Amtie,”’ said B8i.

“What? Yo’ bofe done took up wid odder
women ?”’ ejaculated Aunt Minerva Ann,
with “ap-flaming- jealonsy. iata

“Yes ; we’ve married two of the very best
and .dearest girls in the whole world,”
answered Si.-j s iR s a
, “Den yo’ jes go:an’ stay wid dem,”
said she, turning her hn& haughtily.
~Haipt. got Do use fo’: men -dat ’longs to

odder women.

“Why, Auntie; what's the matter with
you?’ expostulated 8i. “Don’t you belong
to Uncle Ephraim?”

“I’long to dat-ole niggah?" she answered
with a contemptuons sniff, “] reckomn not.
He ’longs to me, he doss. Nehber done
nuffin’ else sence I fust dun tuk him f'om
de preacher down dar in Jawjy. He only
a common fiald han’ den, wid no mo’ sense
dan a woods colt. I done made a man oh
him; I learned him to w'ar clothes, avn’
guit buttin’ de odder youn’r' niggehs in de
tater-holder.- Eph was jes' an' orful brat
to butt. Minute anyt'ing was said dat he
didn’t like down’d go his head like a ram’s
an' he’d take de.odder nigger right whar
he stowed his dinner. I had to-break him
ob dat, an’ ’armm him_ dat wasn’t gentle-
manly. De gentlemanly way was to bust
de odder feller's head wid a fence-stake or
a Pitchfork."

& ‘Bt;:et,‘y.dl’re married to him all the same

un .

“Dunno 'bout dat. Dunno ‘bout dat.
What dat wufless niggeh staying way frum
me so long fo? I've had a great min’
often to jump over a broomstick agin an’
et a divorce. But dat’s got nuffin to do

ith you're gwine off from me, an’' marry-
in’ some odder women. Arter all I'd done
fo’ yo!, too. I'd. never believed hit of
yo'.” But yo' kin jes go to yo' odder
women fo’ all I keer. De idee ob yo' takin
wln-; when yo’' nebber could take keer
ob yo'selves eben. What'll yo' do wid dem
now dat dve’ got dem?"” X

“We don’t take eare of them,” said
Shorty. “Théy take care of us, and mighty

endeavor to shake some of the plums ount | 504 care, too.”

“Humph!"™ z:om'd Aunt Minerva Ann.
“Yao" say dey
yo:_?_l"emembm de' keer I done took of
YO !

“Perfectly,” answered Rhorty. “It was
simply splendid. ' You di@ wenderfully.
Nothing: esuld’ve been better. But this—

fs—is—different,”” and somehow he
bilushed redly.
“Whar’s ‘little: Pete? Whar's little

Pete?” suddeuly broke ont Aunt Minerva

Ann, as ¥ihe subjeet had been on her
mind from¥ but she had been kept
from alluMug*to it. “Whar's dat hon

boz? -1'nad lookin’ fo! him all de time.”

0; Pete's with- the: rest of -the bo
down: in Noewle:Carolinas,” answered 8i in-
differently, tordismiss the subject.

“Who' takif} keer ob im? Why didn’t
vo’ bring gim ’Inn‘g? What fo' yo’ done
leave him behine?” she asked sharply.

“The sent us home up here on
the sick-Hst.? "We came away under or-
- ders.”

“Who Back dab takin’ keer ob little

Peta?” . with ri-h:f temper.
“Who's'¥aling eare of him?"” langhed 8i.
“He's ta renot only of himself, but
of everyt®ingiin the neighborhood. The
g a time of it to prevent
Pete taki e of him and the regiment.
And whe fn't up to’' Bandy is. Those
two are é§ , I tell'you,”
“What dat? What dat?" exclaimed

Amt Minerva Ann, flaming up into un-
controllable anger. “Yo' mean to say dat
;o’re done left dat po’ leetle boy down davr
mong dem frombashus, wicked men, wid-
out anzbndy to look ont'for him, an’ take
keer ob him? Has yo’ hin xo onthinkin’
an'" keerless as to leave dat po’ leetls lamly
ont dor "mong dose Wwolves an' cata-

“Now, don’t fret,- Anntle” said 8i,
goot:ltiw. “Pete’s no Spring chicken now,

,te ,Oll.” fgp: i
~4‘No Inmb about:  him,” added Shorty.
‘buck now. T.ots of ful-

Fmeounts ?™"

to keep & sharp I that he don’t get.
"-9}‘;'{.‘“’ “'l.g'm * arsnkin® an' bom- |
bantly eifish o Gomie off A '

off an" leave him

<

de | an’ fin’ him.

suffin was de matter wldi

arsey
was bein’ |

injine, | |

bbed t'rough, glory to Goodness. | i
go‘ is, an yo's well. |

ken good keer of yo'? An’| bef

“Yo're qnly
*bout habbin' a good time yo'selves,
an’ keerin’' nufin’ for dat lamb, Yo' got
no more heart dam a dreve ob hogs.”
“Auntie, I tell you, Pete's all right,”

bchind? alone,” she stormed.
t'inkin

insisted 8i. “We know he is.”
“I know he gint,” wailed Aunt Minerva
Ann. “I's gwine to start rlqht down dar
“1 'spects sho’ I'll fin® him

She began to cry. =
“Nonsense, Auntie,” said the Adjutan
“Turn off the waier. I saw Pete less than
a week ago. 1 had to pull him off a re-
ernit fully a head taller than he. whom he
was licking into admitting that Gen. Sher-

began to itch to get a chance to
I had a good many old scores to pay off
against the guerrillas of the Tennessee and
the Cumberland, besides our affair at
Mussel S8hoals. 8o I took every pains to
make the boat look as much like a trans-
port as possible, and show mothing that
appeared at all boatish. I knew we
would be ecarefully watched from - every
bend and bluff along the river, and the
news sent ahead aerossthe country. You
know the river makes such big bends down

there it is easy to ride acrogs the country

_up Christiandike and proper. Bnt I maus’
go to him. He may've got hurt since.” X
“You'll do nothing of the kind, Auntie,
said the Adjutant, decisively. “In the first
place, Pete is on the march with the regi-
ment,- coming here, and you woulda’t
‘know where to find him.. In the next,you
must go right up to my house and begin.

Pete does. Cnme‘ get in this carriage, and
m“r‘%ht up there.”

har dose gals yo' done say yo' mar-

stri her. She stopped, and-

the jutant’s direeting hand. “I want

to see dem, an’ what kind ob stuff dey is,

an’ whedder dey’s fi{ for de job. I has
idee dey is. ‘Fakes a mouty stiddy;

sfrong hand on de lines for yo' colts.”

“We've got 'em, Auntie,” said 8i, with

a meaning” glance at the Adjutant.
“Strictly according to regulations, and no
shirking of duty nllowed.
L. “Don't beliave hit. Gals now-a-days all
8o Jight-minded an’ w' No mo’ fit-
ten to‘fit married dan dey is to ran a
cotton-gin. J¥lighty things, only want to
giggle, and traipse off to frolics.
diffunt-when I was a gal.” .

“Ours aint that sort of girls, Auntie,”
said Bi, earnestly. “Best girls that were
ever born. You never saw their equals,
even when you were a girl.”

“0, pshaw!” echoed Shorty. “That
don't half tell it. The cream of the girls
you used to know, Auntie, weren't skim-
‘milk to ours.”

“Le’'me see dem; le'me see dem,” said
Aunt Minerva Ann impatiently. “I knows
dey aint good ’'nuff to be wives ob sich
boys as yo'. No gals in d& world is. 1
want to see dem to give some 'dvice how
to take keer ob yo’ boys.”

“Annabel may take her advice,” Shorty
muttered, “but I fancy seeing her try it
on Maria.”

“Well, come on. We'll be glad to have
‘yon meet them, Auntie,’” said Si. ‘““We've
talked a great deal to them about you, and
they’ll be glad to meet you. You can stop
there on your way to the Adjutant’s. You
go on in the earriage. We'll walk on, and
be there by the time you are.”

“I'll go along with you,” said the Ad-
jntant. “I'd like very much to see your
wives, but so far I haven't had an invita-
tion to call.’’

“Why, Adj., haven’'t we asked you to
eall?” gas 8. “Of course, we'd be
,glad to have you come right along.”

“Don’t know about that,” said Shorty,
laughingly. “You're too infernally stun-
ning. Our girls haven't so far been nl-
lowed te see amy better-looking men than
we are, . There's danger in taking you
there, but 1 guess we'll have to risk it, for
the sake of old times.”

“You forget that I knew your wife, sir,
ore you married her—some 15 minutes,
possibly half an hour,” retorted the Adju-
‘tant. “If I'd been so dapgerous you'd
never got her.”

“Kxcuse me, Sergeant,” said a man in
naval uniform, who had appareatly jost
goiten off the train, and who - . been
watching ‘them for some minutes. “Donlt
you two belong to the 200th Ind.?"

“Indeed we do. All three of us.” said
| 8i; taking the stranger's outstretched.
bhand, and looking at him curiously. *“It
secms to me that [ ought to know.veu,
but where in the land did I ever meet
yon?"”
rupted- 8 + joyously. “Aint you that
g::?h !!ot o took us up threugh Mussel

. “I'm the pilot that took you. As to be-
ing mervy, if . you'll say mervous, and
mighty nervouns, you'll come a heap nearer
it. I never was so scared, aund for so
long a time, in all wmy life. All the way
from Flererce to Deeatur I might have
‘been: shot anywhere through the body
without touching my heart. It was in my
month every minute.”

They greeted himy heartily, snd intro-
ﬂ:‘ced huhn_ te th?:Ahdji:tmn;i. Lieut Miek-

ean—his ran eing indicated by the
bar on his shoulder, %
} “Wiat became of you after we left
you?' asked 8Si, as they walked along.
-T'ell us all about -yourself, We often
talked about you, and wondered what you
were doing.”

“0, there was no farther-use for steam-
beats in the upper Tennessee for awhile,

by railroad to Nashville; where I found a

-mme. with hurry orders to go to Cairv
- take comm of a vessel. I was to
join in the E‘-mﬂ of the Cumberland River
‘to. prevent -Hood getting across that river
awsl muking a rush for the Ollo River. 1
r' boat - had. on it a squad of
canllz. u saccon of light artilleiy,
el;o;n-.__- - It was so. built -
‘er deck was inclosed, making it
 like an ordinary transport. But the sides

The house needs you a heap worse than

ried, an’ who's takin’ keer ob yo'?” in-
quired Aunt Minerva Ann, a new idea/

Hit was

“Twasn’t on the ‘land at all,” inter-|h

apd-I weant back with Steedroan’s troops |-
commission in the Marine Brigade await- |

that the{ fast.

“BRESS DE LOKD, I POXE GOT HIAH AT LAS’,”” EXCLAIMED AUNT MINERVA ANN,
AS 8HE WAS EXTRICATED FROM THE CROWD.

man was a bigger man than George Wash-

ington.”
que_ was a-lickin’ him, was he?’ in-
qu;:réad At’mt Minerva Ann, brightening up.

ure.’
“Dat’s right. I want dat boy to grow

and keep ahead of even a fast steam-
boat. I had barrels, bales of hay and
store-boxes scattered around on the upper
deck, and none of the men working around
in sight wore more than a pieece of uni-
form, the rest being citiwens’ clothes. The
and I wore naval eaps, and plain
clothes for the rest. I k the men pretty
well concealed, only létting a small squad
come at any time on the open deck for
exercise. There would appear to the rebels
who were watching us from the banks,
and communicating with their guerrilla
friends in the country, only about as many

ers as. were generally on the trans-
ports, mainly cenvalescents and fur-

hed men, going home or returning to
their regiments. We went up the Cum-

ot s i i d
nks: op ¥y us, an

send word to their guerrilla friends. The
river was pretty clear of gunboats about

out some, some; and.captured one
or two at Johnsonville, and we were the
first to go np after the sta . took
Jete.  Worrout: hnd gigged-bhck from
ohnsonville, as a brigade of the Pweniy-
third had been rushed over there
from N: le, - He hnd done a big thing,
was loaded down with spoils, and bhad
| business elsewh ver with- Hood. "He
left the country fhll of robbing, murdering
: illas, who had slipped away from

ring' in regularly, and they were erazy to
capture more transports. In fact, that was
the only way that they could live. The
country had been skinned of everything to
eat, for man or beast, and they must de-
pend on- getting hold of our supplies, to
keep them from aetual starvation. The
pilot and I kept our eyes pealed all the
time, and we could see men watching us,
and galloping off aeross the country.
When we could get a long look over the
country, we eould eateh oceasional
glimpses of little squads pushing on in the
direetion of up-the-river.’

“‘They’re gathering,’ said my pilot, a
Tennesseean, and as loyal as Abe Linceln
himself. ‘They're making for Paw Paw
Bend, about 15 miles up, which we’ll
reach in three hours, at the rate we're
. %oing_ They won't have so far to go, by
ﬂ:'o or six- miles, and cam easily collect

ere.

“‘What sort of ground is it there? 1
asked.

‘““There’'s a sharp bluff, about 25 feet
high, that eomes right up to the channel,
so that we'll have to pass within 10 rods
of it. Just below the biuff there's a level
streteh, where we usually land. They’ll
all be gathered up on the -bluff, - where
they’ll be in short range and have a paint-
blank on yoeu and me.

“After a little farther talk with -the
pilot about the lay of the land, I made up
my plan of battle. We ran in behind a

fringe of cottonwoods, which bid
us, and I had the six-pounders brought up
on the eabin deck, where they would be
pretty near on a level with the top of the
biuff. I had them loaded, and I stuffed
into them some soeks filled with bulléts,
which had been gathered up from the
broken cartridges. I put a lot of empty
. park-barrels, with-m.it.y boxes on top to
mask the guns, and had the cannomeers
stationed, lanyard in hand, to fire the in-
stant [ toppled the empty boxes and bar-
rels out of their way. The boys were all
keen for the job; and got in readiness for
instant action. The gangways were put
in order to drep at the touch, the cavalry
bad their. hovses saddied and bridled
stood at their heads, and the infantry had
thnis‘tnn cartridge-boxes on; and guns in

an
“We pounded slowly along, and came up
to the foot of the bend, where we could

at first make out any men
could see several riding in as coming
to the landing. :

“ “There’re the Iate-comers,’” said the
pilot, after s ing them through the
glass, while I held the wheel. *They're all
-hid in the weeds there on the bluff—preb-
ably 100 of them. I can see motions
among the brush which shows a pretty big
.hhunch‘la of them settling down there in am-

2V b
“I took amether walk down through the

fect readinessc I found everybod
hair-trigger - g
men- witih- the .

“We swung in below the bluff, ap-
parently unsuspicious of any danger, and
our speed slowed down, as if the cur-
rent was proving too much for ns.

“I could ploinly see, now, that the binff
was packed with guerrillas.

in a
the

at the canoon, and my
boat was swinging: they weuld be pointed
L I
st el St

Throw out yer lines, an’ we'll make 'em
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see the blwff away ahead. We eould not |
but we|!

heart leaped as I ssw that the way the|
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berland at less .than. half steam, to
Siong “the | 1n

that time, because Forrest had whipped |

im, or whom he had never been able to|
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boat, to see that everything was in per-|
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“Ought to have been many more like
ing here, Lieutenant?”
the

and came out to meet

In this country we-hope for the best re-
sults on any public questions, from a free
discussion of all the merits of any matter
before the public. In this case, however,
#0 far from giving the facts to the people,
and allowing them to be the jury, there hag
been a most alarming suppression of ‘the
fneh.andafeadiummmdm
lute falsehoods. There has been no scruple
or conscience in this nefarions work. The
statements of the witnesses before the Ben-
ate Committee have been deliberately fal-
sified, and the witnesses made to appear
to say the direct reverse of what they
really did say. This is a matter of  in-
comparably more seriousness than the mere
confirmation or rejection of any man for an
office. ltiﬂibuuttheunhu.fu.
public: policy, and engenders a dangerous
distrust- of our sources of information.
Even the United States Senate hag been
made to appear a sewer for the dissemina-
tion of scandalous falsehoods. Whether
Gen.Woodisorhutm-dw
motion to a Major-Generalcy is of less con-
sequence than this pollution of the ordi-
nary channels of public informstion.

The New York Sun has led in this-cam-

The denials of Gens. Bliss, Merriam, and
others that they gave the testimony
the papers represent them as giving, and
their assurances that they said exactly the
contrary, if it had the proper effect

campaign has come from the crowd of
grafters whom YWood exposed and brought
to justice in Cuba, and they have beem af-
ter him ever since with vengeance im their
eyes. Thé lamentable part is, of course,
that they should have gotten so many repu-
table newspaper men to fall in with their
schemes.

At a matter of fact, Gen. Wood did a
work in Cuba which redounded in the high-
est degree to the credit of the United States
and the American army. Tae charges
against him of malfeasance are trifling
and there is every reasom to believe thal
the Senate Committee on Milita~y Affairs
so esteems them. It would be so wender-
ful as to be almost incredible, if any such
‘revolutionary and unprecedented conditions
as those with which Gen. Wood had to deal
inuphcin;themrmptﬂom’tou
Spain with a healthful, decent regime,
should not have givem opportunity for all
manner of charges and allegations. Thir
had to be in the very nature of things.
The Spanish regime in Cuba was rotten
to the core, and this rottenness had in
fected the people with whem it dealt. Wip
ing out these enermous abuses, and educat-
ing the people to a reecognition of what a
decent Government should be was a work
of the highest difficuity, and, at times, of
almost insurmountable perplexity.

Gen. Wood eame out of an ordeal such

ia the following introduced by Representa-
tive Hinshaw, of Nebraska:

it,” exclaimed Bhorty. “What are you do--
“I came on to straighten up, if I could,
prize of my :
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